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YfATER  SIIPPLI  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 


Snov/  cover  cn  the  high  mountain  watersheds  of  the  Colorado  River 
and  its  tributaries  in  Colorado  dropped  sharply  during  Aprilo  Precipitation 
during  this  period  was  light  and  tenperat^ares  were  above  normale  Snow-water 
content  on  even  the  highest  courses  declined  during  the  months  Because  of 
i  nid-rinter  sno'''  summer  runoff  is  e3<pected  to  be  normal  or  above  ,  on  most 

!  tributaries  v.dth  relatively  heavier  discharges  on  the  San  Juan  and  Green 
j  River  tributariesr    Soil  moisture  conditions  .over  western  Colorado  are  goods. 
!  Stream  flow  is  about  normal  except  in  the  San  Juan  drainage  where  current 
1  stream  flow  is  high.    Reservoir  storage  in  Arizona  is  considerably  above 

last  year  due  to  heav^^  mid-mnter  snowo     Rovreverj  the  total  stream  flow  has 

not  been  as  much  as  expectedo 


COLORADO  RIVER  AW  ITS  TRIBUTARIES  IN  COIDRADO 

Colorado  River  (above  Grand  Junction) %    The  remaining  snow  cover 
on  the  Colorado" River  above  Grand  Junction  is  somewhat  less  than  average  as 
sho"Ti  by  late,    season  snov:  surveys o    Summer  flow  of  the  Eagle  Blue  and  Frazer 
River  may  be  expected  to  be  near  average  or  slightly  lessc    On  the  extreme 
Upper  Colorado  River,  snow  cover  is  still  relatively  highs    Soil  moisture  is 
reported  as  good  throughout  the  drainageo     Stream  flow  is  about  average. 
Range  ad  crop  conditions  are  listed  as  good-,    S'torage  in  Green  Mountain  Reser- 
voir is  50,U00  acre-feet  Yhich  is  the  same  as  for  Iday  1,  19li8, 

Gunnison  Rivers    The  water  supply  outlook  for  the  G-^nnison  River  is 
si2n"ilar  to  that  for  the  Colorado  River  above  Grand  Junctiono    Stream  flow  is 
currently  well  above  normal  due  to  heavy  melting  in  Aprils    Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  described  as  goodo    Storage  in  Taylor  Park  Reservoir  is  now 
62^000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  88^000  acre-feet  a  year  agOe    The  expected 
April -Sept ember  discharge  of  Gunnison  at  Grand  Junction  ha&  declined  about 
ten  percent  during  April  and  is  now  Ij600_j000  acre-feeta 

Y.-mipa  and  White  Rivers?    The  water  stored  in  the  snow  declined 
rather  severely  on  these  Yv-atersheds  during  April,  but  s^jmmer  flow  is  still, 
expected  to  be  vrell  above  normal..    The  prospect  of  unusually  heavy  peak  flows 
as  were  expected  a  m.onth  ago  has  largely  disappearedo    The  estimated  April- 
September,  19h9  flow  of  the  White  River  at  Meeker  is  iiOO.,000  acre^feet^,  the 
Little  Snake  at  Lily   U255OOO5  Elk  at  Clark,  275,000;  and  the  Yair^a  at 
Steair.boat  Springs,  250,000, 
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San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers;  As  with  other  streams  in  xvestern 
Colorado,  the  snow-T:ater  content  on  the  headwaters  of  the  San  Juan  and  Animas 
Rivers  declined  considerably  daring  Aprils  especially  the' low  and  middle 
elevationso    However,  due  to  mid-winter  snow  accumulation,  the  summer  flow  of 
these  streams  should  be  well  above  noraialc    Peak  flows  are  not  expected  to  be 
unusually  high.     The  estimated  April-Sept  an  ber  flow  for  the  San  Juan  at  Rosa 
in  New  Ilexico  is  novr  900,000  acre-feet  and  for  the  Animas  at  Durango,  650,000, 
The  storage  in  Vallccito  Reseivoir  is  novf  32^000  acre-feet  which  is  about  the 
same  as  April  1,    Soil  moisture  conditions  throughout  these  drainages  are 
described  as  excellent, 

Dolores  Rivera    Although  there  has  been  adecline  in  snow  cover  on 
the  head  waters  ~on,lie  ^olores  and  San  Miguel  Rivers  during  April,  the 
water  content  of  the  snow  at  high  elevations  is  v^ell  above  nomialo  The 
April-September  flow  of  the  Dolores  River  is  ei^pected  to  be  about  UT^^OOO  acre- 
feeto    The  iT.ow  of  the  Dolores  River  on  about  May  1  was  2,500  aecond-feet, 
which  is  substantially    above  normal.    The  peak  flow  of  the  river  this  year 
is  expected  to  be  relatively  higho    Soil  moisture  conditions  in  the  Cortesj 
area  are  reported  as  fair  since  recent  precipitation  has  been  deficients 

'    GREEN  RIVER  IN  WOMING 

The  water  content  of  the  snow  remaining  on  the  snov/  courses  on  the 
Gref;n  River  watersheds  is  about  80  percent  of  normal  which  represents  a 
substantial  drop  from  April  1©    The  stream  flow  is  reported  as  above  normal 
as  of  May  !<,    The  estimated  April-September  flow  of  the  Green  River  at  Liravood, 
Utah,  has  declined  about  20  percent  during  the  past  month,  and  is  now 
1,100,000  acre-feet.      Range  conditions  are  reported  as  good^ 

COLORADO  RIVER  &  TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

Although  tlie  stream  flow  from  last  mnter's  snow  fall  was  not  as 
great  as  expected,  the  water  supply  outlook  for  Arizona  is  much  improved  over 
the  past  three  seasons.    Precipitation  for  the  past  tl'iree  months  has  been 
below  normalo    The  soil  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  is  dry  and  there  is  little 
moisture  in  the  subpsoilo    Storage  in  the  four  major  reservoirs  on  the  Salt 
River  is  nov>f  8oU,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  about  1400,000  a  year  ago.  This 
current  storage  is  almost  equal  to  the  past  ten-year  averages    Storage  in 
Bartlett  Reservoir  in  the  Verde  River  is  132^000  acre-feet  compared  to  a  ten- 
year  average  of  75j,000o    In  San  Carlos  Reservoir  there  is  now  stored  253,000 
acre-feet;  a  year  ago  it  Y/as  ll4>000  and  the  past  ten-year  average  is  250,OOOo 
The  ground  water  table  in  the  Valley  is  now  at  the  lowest  on  records  The 
average  water  depth  as  reported  by  the  Uc  Si  Geological  Survey  was  69  feet 
about  January  1,  19l-9o    This  decline  has  continued  since  19^2© 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 


In  For cent  of  Normal 
May  1,  19 U9 


NQte;  ThG  abovo  nmbors  represent  actual  sncv/  covor  on  the  snow  courses 
on  the  watershed  in  percent  of  normal  as  of  May  1,  194-9.  These  numbers 
do  not  necessarily  coincide  with  expected  summer  runoff. 
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